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COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council held on Wednesday, 25 August 2021 at 
10.00 am at Carlisle Racecourse, Durdar Road, Carlisle 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Councillor Mr AJ Markley (Chairman) 
 

Mr T Allison 
Mr MS Barbour 
Mr AL Barry 
Ms C Bell 
Mr J Bell 
Mrs PA Bell 
Mr B Berry 
Mr RK Bingham 
Mr J Bland 
Mrs C Bowditch 
Mr A Bowness 
Mrs A Burns 
Mrs HF Carrick 
Mr F Cassidy 
Mr W Clark 
Mr A Connell (Vice-Chair) 
Mr GD Cook 
Mr N Cotton 
Ms C Driver 
 

Ms D Earl 
Mr GM Ellis 
Mr D English 
Mrs S Evans 
Ms J Filmore 
Miss D Garton 
Mr D Gawne 
Mr KR Hamilton 
Dr S Haraldsen 
Mr MA Johnson 
Mr A Kennon 
Mr AWC Lamb 
Mr J Lister 
Mr KA Little 
Mrs EA Mallinson 
Mr J Mallinson 
Mr NH Marriner 
Mr W McEwan 
Mr A McGuckin 
 

Mr M Mitchelson 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mrs M Rae 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
Mr S Stoddart 
Mrs V Tarbitt 
Mr P Thornton 
Mrs C Tibble 
Mr CP Turner 
Mr WJ Wearing 
Mr C Weber 
Mr D Whipp 
Mr T Wentworth Waites 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mr D Wilson 
Mr M Wilson 
Mr MH Worth 
Mr R Worthington 
 

 
There were 57 members present at the start of the meeting.  
 
The Chair welcome the Chief Executive to her first meeting of County Council. 
 
 
29 ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr R Betton, Mr M Brereton, Mr S Collins, Mr 
P Dew, Miss H Fearon, Mr H Graham, Mrs B Gray, Mr M Hawkins, Mr K Hitchen, Mr C 
Hogg, Mr N Hughes, Lord Liddle, Dr K Lockney, Mr T Lywood, Ms C McCarron-Holmes, 
Mr P McSweeney, Mrs S Sanderson, Mr D Southward, Ms H Wall, Mr R Watson, Mr D 
Whipp, Mr S Wielkopolski, Mrs E Williamson, Mrs J Willis, Mr A Wonnacott and Mr S 
Young. 
   
 
30 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest made at this meeting. 
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31 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED,  that the press and public be not excluded from any items on the agenda 

today. 
 
 
32 NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 
Dr Stephen Haraldsen moved the following motion:- 
  
“This council believes that launching a legal challenge against the proposed Local 
Government Reform in Cumbria will be a waste of public money and time and that the 
council should instead focus on serving local residents by working constructively with all 
partners to ensure a smooth transition to the new unitary authorities.” 
 
Dr Haraldsen said now was the time for the implementation of local government reform 
to go ahead with pace, trust and compromise, and he believed that this would be 
jeopardised by pursuing the judicial review.  He felt that the County Council needed to 
move forward to ensure the two unitary authorities were established quickly and 
efficiently. 
 
Mr Lamb seconded the motion, and reserved his right to speak. 
 
The Chair opened the motion to debate.   
 
At this point Mr Thornton moved an amendment to the motion, seconded by Mr Clark. 
 
Mr Thornton was concerned at the timing of the motion and questioned the need to hold 
this special meeting today, given that there was another County Council meeting 
scheduled to take place on 7 September.   
 
However, Mr Thornton said that the Liberal Democrat Group would support the first part 
of the motion put forward by Dr Haraldsen.  He accepted that coalitions do not agree on 
everything, if they did then they would effectively be one party and the County Council 
was a joint administration between two separate and distinct political parties. 
 
He said that the liberal democrats would not support the second half of the motion, 
especially the word “instead”, as he felt the use of this word implied that, whilst this 
Council explored the possibility of Legal action, nothing else was being undertaken and 
the work towards transition had paused. 
 
This was factually incorrect and before the Leader went on annual leave he had asked 
the Chief Executive not only to make sure that the County Council was engaged in this 
process, but that it was leading it from the front.  The Chief Executive had offered to be 
the Senior Responsible Officer (SRO) of the Joint Committee of the seven councils, 
which would ensure the County Council was at the heart of this process and all of the 
senior officers were working as a team in order to deliver a smooth transition. 
 
In order for the Liberal Democrat Group to support this motion he outlined the proposed 
amendment:- 
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‘This council believes that launching a legal challenge against the proposed Local 
Government Reform in Cumbria will be a waste of public money and time, and Council 
welcomes the fact that we are serving local residents by working constructively with all 
partners and by leading the process of ensuring a smooth transition to the new unitary 
arrangements’. 
 
The meeting then adjourned at 10.20am to allow the groups to consider this 
amendment.  The meeting reconvened at 10.35am. 
 
Mr Clark spoke to second the amendment and reminded members that in reality often 
people did not get what they wanted.  He wondered how much the process had cost so 
far to the people of Cumbria and how many of them got what they wanted. 
 
He supported the first part of the substantive motion, but could not support the second 
part.  He acknowledged that the timescales for reform were tight, but he expressed his 
disappointment that the Government had asked for more time in which to respond to the 
pre action letter. 
 
The Chair opened the debate. 
 
Members spoke against the amendment saying that this was a time for strong political 
leadership, and they did not believe that the consultation process had been unfair.  
Within the political groups there were many elected members who had not favoured the 
option of two unitary authorities for Cumbria, but still welcomed the opportunity to 
influence the outcome going forward.  The input of all local authorities in Cumbria would 
be vital to the process and would require a commitment from the County Council in 
order to make this work. 
  
On conclusion of the debate the amendment was put to a vote.  With 8 for, 42 against 
and no abstentions the amendment was lost. 
 
The Chair then opened up the debate on the substantive motion. 
 
Many members spoke in support of the motion saying that the judicial review would be a 
waste of money, and that it was time to fully engage in the process and support the 
establishment of the two unitary authorities for West and East Cumbria. 
 
Other members spoke against the motion saying that they did not agree that the pre 
action letter, and the possibility of going for a judicial review was a waste of public 
money.  It was stated that democracy and lawfulness had a price, but members still felt 
it was right to challenge the Government about this. 
 
The Deputy Leader reminded the members that at this stage all the leader had done 
was write to the Government to challenge the anomalies of the decision making 
process.  Whether or not the Council then moved to the next stage i.e. a judicial review 
would be dependent on the response to the letter from Government.    
 
Members commented that they would be interested to see the Government’s response 
to the pre action letter.  
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On conclusion of the debate the substantive motion was then put to a vote and with 30 
for, 18 against and 8 abstentions the motion was carried, and it was  
 
RESOLVED  that this council believes that launching a legal challenge against the 

proposed Local Government Reform in Cumbria will be a waste of 
public money and time and that the council should instead focus on 
serving local residents by working constructively with all partners to 
ensure a smooth transition to the new unitary authorities. 

 
 
  
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.50 am 
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